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. Tourism industry in Tanzania: Challenges & Opportunities

Colonel/ Hashim Y. Komba & Colonel/ Maulid K. Saburi

Tanzania has nature — based tourism revenue as a pillar of economic development. It
is one of the unique destinations on the African continent that has yet to be
discovered by many. It is a land of many wonders hubbing an un-paralleled diversity
of fauna and flora.Kilimanjaro, the highest permanently snow-capped free standing
mountain in Africa, the exotic Islands of Zanzibar, the finest game sanctuaries of
Serengeti, Tarangire, Lake Manyara, Ngorongoro Crater, Ruaha, Selous and the
Marine Park of Mafia Island are only but a few of the living examples. The scenery,
topography and very friendly people harbour the growth of excellent cultural
tourism beach holidays, game hunting, historical and archaeological ventures — and
certainly the best wildlife photographic safaris on the continent.

The industry’s mission statement that forms the basis of the tourism policy is to
develop sustainable quality tourism that is ecologically friendly to the conservation
and restoration of the environment and its people’s culture. In so doing the industry
seeks to maximise the net gains that emanate from the various tourism activities. It is
envisaged as a key contributor to transforming the country to middle income
economies by 2025. While this is a sound strategy for counrty, most tourism revenue
has been based on tourism products such as wildlife and national parks.Other
challenges are political stability and governance issues, economic management,
poaching, infrastructure development and various issues around capacity in the
industry. In this paper, I intend to elaborate the state of tourism in Tanzania and the
envisaged role in their socio — economic development, and elaborate the main
challenges to this role as well as existing potential opportunities of the tourism
industry in the country.
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